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Background (1 of3)

* AB 2496 (Petrie-Norris, Chapter 595, Statutes of 2022) included
provisions that took effect on January 1, 2023 and deferred
provisions that will take effect on January 1, 2027




Background (2 of3)

» Existing law

o Requires light-duty vehicles up to 6,000 pounds (other than motorcycles) to be
equipped with an adequate muffler to prevent any excessive or unusual noise
(95 dbA) and prohibits a cutout, bypass, or similar device

o Prohibits the modification of an exhaust system in a manner that will amplify or
Increase the noise emitted

o Requires BAR Referee stations to provide for the testing of exhaust systems for
vehicles that have received a citation for excessive noise

o Prohibits a person from modifying the exhaust system of a vehicle with a whistle
tip




Backg round (3 of 3)

« January 1, 2027 changes

o Courts shall require a certificate of compliance for a violation of excessive
exhaust noise within three months of the violation date

o If a certificate of compliance is not provided to the courts within three months, the

courts shall issue a registration hold and notify the Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV)

o Before renewing the registration of any vehicle, DMV shall check whether a court
has issued a registration hold, and refuse to renew the registration until a
certificate of compliance has been received by the court

o Expands exhaust noise limits, Referee testing, and registration holds to include
motorcycles and vehicles up to 14,000 pounds GVWR
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Implementation update

* Noise inspection module has been added to the California
Vehicle Inspection System (Cal-VIS) for Referee stations

o Fully electronic inspection process

o Noise inspection results already appearing on BAR's website at:
https://www.bar.ca.gov/inspection

» Referee facilities are prepared to inspect motorcycles and
heavier-duty vehicles

* Process for courts and DMV to verify a certificate of compliance
IS In place
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Other considerations

* Ongoing collaboration with DMV and courts

* Referee noise inspection fee is currently set in BAR regulations
at $108

* Fee will likely increase in planned regulation package to
establish fees for various Referee inspection services, as
authorized in Health and Safety Code section 44014(c)

« Compliance scenarios that create an unreasonable hardship for
motorists without resulting in a sufficient corresponding benefit
to controlling a vehicle’s exhaust system noise level
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Thank you

For comments and questions, please contact:

Clayton Leek
clayton.leek@dca.ca.gov

www.bar.ca.gov

DEPARTMENT OF

B:R Bureau of Automotive Repair

Bureau of Al



	Referee inspection update
	Background (1 of 3)
	Background (2 of 3)
	Background (3 of 3)
	Implementation update
	Other considerations
	Thank you




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		referee.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

