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BAR-97 Change Requests 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

• BAG members suggested these BAR-97 

changes at the 7/23/2015 meeting: 
1. Decrease number of certificates in a book to 

reduce cost 

2. Block the BAR-97 from issuing certificates on 

OIS vehicles 

3. Allow certificates to move from a BAR-97 to an 

OIS (i.e., issue certificates to a station instead 

of to an analyzer) 
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1. Decrease Number of Certificates 

in a Book to Reduce Book Cost 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

• Moderate to high level of effort and complexity 

• Change would impact BAR-97 and OIS 

• Possible expensive BAR-97 software update 

• Book of 10 certificates would cause busy stations to buy 

certs more frequently 

SMOG CHECK CERTIFICATES AND EQUIPMENT 

3 



2. Block BAR-97 from Issuing 

Certificates on OIS Vehicles 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

• High level of effort and complexity 

• Would require on-line BAR-97 testing and addition of VIN 

decoder to properly ID vehicles 
– Information identifying vehicle as necessary to determine if OIS 

test required is not currently sent during initial VID call 

• Expensive BAR-97 software update 

• Substantial BAR effort to design, test, maintain for 

equipment with diminishing need 

• Easy fix is to use OIS first on questionable vehicle 
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3. Allow Certificates to Move from a 

BAR-97 to an OIS 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

• High level of effort and complexity 

• Would require issuing certificates to a station instead of a 

specific analyzer 

• Would require online testing in order to track certificate use 

of BAR-97 for every inspection 

• Would require significant, risky, and costly software change 

to BAR-97 

• In the  OIS, station owner or manager users can move 

equipment (DAD and computer) from one analyzer to 

another analyzer, to use up certificates 
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When to Use BAR-97 or OIS 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

• Per the Smog Check Manual: 
– All diesels subject to Smog Check require OIS 

– Most 2000 and newer gas powered require OIS 
• Exceptions requiring BAR-97 inspection 

– Over 14,000 GVWR 

– No OBDII 

• Other reference materials: 
– Smog Check Requirements by Vehicle Type (next slide) 

– Smog Check OBD Reference Guide 

• Use OIS to determine if BAR-97 required 
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BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 



OIS Indicates BAR-97 Required on Gas 

Powered Vehicles Without OBDII 
• Vehicle returns data indicating it is NOT OBDII (Mode $01 

PID $1C request) 

• If vehicle does not have OBDII, Inspector must choose “No” 

at this screen 
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BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 



OIS Indicates BAR-97 Required on Gas 

Powered Vehicles Without OBDII 

• Use VECI label to determine if vehicle has OBDII  

• Just because a vehicle has a DLC (OBD port) and or MIL 

does not mean the vehicle is OBDII certified 
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BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 



OIS Indicates BAR-97 Required on Gas 

Powered Vehicles Without OBDII 
• If “No” OBDII entered, BAR97 test required indicated 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

SMOG CHECK CERTIFICATES AND EQUIPMENT 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 



OIS Certificates Blocked when Vehicle Too 

Old 
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OIS Certificates Blocked when Gas Vehicle 

Too Heavy 
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Questions and Comments 

BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 

Submit additional questions and/or comments to: 
 

Paul Hedglin 

Bureau of Automotive Repair 

10949 N. Mather Boulevard 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Phone: 916-403-0223 

Email: paul.hedglin@dca.ca.gov 
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