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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING BACKGROUND

• OBD Inspection System (OIS) and the potential for fraud
• Surrogate Vehicles
• Simulators

• Maturation of capabilities and tools
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING AUTHORITY

• Assembly Bill 2289 (2010) amended the Health and Safety 
Code 
―Section 44015(a)(2) prohibits a licensed Smog Check 

station from issuing a certificate of compliance to a 
vehicle identified pursuant to 44036(b)(3)(K)
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING AUTHORITY 
(CONTINUED)
• Section 44036(b)(3)(K) authorizes BAR to develop a real-

time computer data program that prevents a certificate of 
compliance from being issued if a vehicle is identified as 
having an excessive variance from computer data for that 
vehicle, mismatched information, or other irregularities.

• Section 44015(a)(2) authorizes a vehicle identified pursuant 
to 44036(b)(3)(K) to be inspected by a Referee
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING AUTHORITY 
(CONTINUED 2)
• Title 16, California Code of Regulations:

• Section 3340.42.2(c)(7) was adopted on July 1, 2013 to 
fail a vehicle when OBD system data is unexpected for 
the vehicle.
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING GOALS

• Prevent and discourage fraud
• Influence behavior

• Consumers
• Stations/Technicians

• Increase organizational efficiency
• Reduce dependency on ISOs
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING PROCESS

• Fraudulent activity is recognized
• Station is “flagged”
• OBD data collection
• OBD data check
• Certificate block
• Referee direction



“OBD DATA CHECK FAILED” SCREEN

• This BAR-OIS screen 
displays if a vehicle 
returns unexpected 
OBD data.

• The screen appears 
at the end of the test.
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VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT



TRYING TO TEST A REFEREE DIRECTED VEHICLE

• This screen will display 
on the BAR-OIS if a 
non-Referee inspector 
attempts to inspect a 
Referee directed 
vehicle.

• “OK” returns the 
inspector to the main 
menu.

10



11

VEHICLE TEST HISTORY
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING IMPACTS

• Directs flagged vehicles to get a Referee  inspection 
• Clean plug activity is immediately blocked
• Inspections without a data mismatch are allowed
• Impacts the ability to issue fraudulent certificates  pending a 

formal administrative action 
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING RESULTS

• February – December 2017: 
• 359 stations had certificates blocked  
• Approximately 2,300 vehicles directed to the Referee

• February 2017: 
• 123 stations

• November 2017: 
• 7 stations 
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CERTIFICATE BLOCKING RESULTS FEBRUARY 
2017 – DECEMBER 2017
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WHAT’S NEXT

• Drafting new DAD Specification
• New certificate blocking strategies
• Upcoming changes to STAR regulations
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DISCIPLINE OF LICENSEES

• In concert with certificate blocking, BAR pursues 
administrative action against the registration and license 
of the offending Station and the license(s) of the 
Technician.

• In order to address the high volume of offenders, BAR 
established a specialized enforcement team to complete 
the investigative work. 

• The enforcement team works collaboratively with BAR’s 
Engineering Division to identify and document the illegal 
activity. 
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DISCIPLINE THE LICENSEES

• Between May and December 2017, 340 “clean plugging” 
cases were submitted to the Attorney General’s Office

• This is a 409% increase compared to the same period in 
2016 

• The enforcement team was responsible for over 200 of 
these clean plugging case referrals 
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Submit questions and/or comments to:

Clay Leek
Bureau of Automotive Repair
10949 N. Mather Boulevard
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
Phone: 916-403-8600
Email: clayton.leek@dca.ca.gov
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