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• Vehicle Code §580 defines a specially constructed 
vehicle (SPCN) as follows: 

 
A “specially constructed vehicle” is a vehicle which is built for private use, not for 
resale, and is not constructed by a licensed manufacturer or remanufacturer. A 
specially constructed vehicle may be built from (1) a kit;  (2) new or used, or a 
combination of new and used, parts;  or (3) a vehicle reported for dismantling, as 
required by Section 5500 or 11520, which, when reconstructed, does not 
resemble the original make of the vehicle dismantled. A specially constructed 
vehicle is not a vehicle which has been repaired or restored to its original design 
by replacing parts. 
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• Health & Safety Code §44017.4 specifies: 
 

(a) Upon registration with the Department of Motor Vehicles, a 
passenger vehicle or pickup truck that is a specially constructed 
vehicle, as defined in Section 580 of the Vehicle Code, shall be 
inspected by stations authorized to perform referee functions.   
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• Allows owners to register a specially constructed 
vehicle (SPCN) as brand new, and exempted 
from Smog Check as if it were a 1965 or older 
model 

• Passed in 2001 
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• DMV can allocate up to 500 SB 100 certificates (“Certificate of 
Sequence”) per year 

• Certificates are given on a first-come, first-serve basis 
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• Four steps to complete an SB 100 registration: 
1. Obtain a DMV Certificate of Sequence by completing an 

“Application for Registration” and a “Statement of Facts” 
form 

2. Obtain a VIN from the California Highway Patrol. Bring all 
paperwork and receipts showing VIN numbers for the 
vehicle’s engine, transmission, and other major components 

3. Pass an inspection at a Smog Check Referee 
4. Bring all documents back to DMV to receive registration and 

plates 
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Typical Cobra kit car 
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1983 Chevrolet K10 Blazer with 1960’s vintage engine 
and 1974 frame 
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1977 Carriage 
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Powered by a lawnmower engine 
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Sangyong – not a kit car 
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Dejong (Dee-Young) production off-road vehicle - not a kit car 
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Owner claimed he built this car from scrap parts and tubing 
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Website for the same vehicle 
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Small volume manufacturer 
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A builder in Colorado is importing the Holden 
Commodore body and mating it to a Caprice 

PPV. (Grey Market? SPCNS?) 
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Audi Q7 from Mexico – not possible to meet US 
standards (note CA plate) 
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Datsun 280Z (Ferrari) 
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2016 SPCNS VW Dune Buggy 
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Factory Five GTM sold as a kit 
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Questions and Comments 
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Submit additional questions and/or comments to: 
 

Ed VanMil 
Bureau of Automotive Repair 
10949 N. Mather Boulevard 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Phone: 916-403-0225 
Email: Ed.VanMil@dca.ca.gov 
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